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“The Oath, remember the Oath,” screamed 


ould the winter ever end?” thought ( 
Mr Shrew. Vixen stopped and turned away. 


Vixen, as she and Fox struggled to 
find food. Just then she heard a rustle in the 
snow. She crept up and was about to pounce, 
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If you're lucky, you might 
find buried treasure ... or 
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You wouldn’t want scaly 
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need scales for protection. 
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Mud, mud, glorious mud — 
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The Voles, Mice and Shrews watched as Fox 
and Vixen disappeared from sight. They were 
scared that hunger would make the larger 
animals forget the Oath. 


They all hid, except Mrs Vole, who was a 
little deaf. Scarface saw his chance. 


“We smaller animals must stick together,” 
said Mr Fieldmouse. They heard the sound of 
footsteps. “Quick, take cover,” said Mr Vole. 


Quick as a flash, he grabbed Mrs Vole and 
carried her off. 


All was quiet when Mr Vole came out to look 
for his mother. “Where are you?” he called 
and called. “She should be safe on Farthing 
land,” said Owl, flying down. “Fox was the 
last to see her,” sobbed Mr Vole. 


Weasel popped 
her head round 
a tree trunk. “I 
saw Scarface 
take her,” she 
said. “No-one’s 
safe while he’s 
around.” 


“Then you'll just have to ask him where she 
is,” said Owl. “Come on.” They found Fox 
outside his earth. “Did you break the Oath 
and eat mother?” asked Mr Vole. “Certainly 
not!” replied Fox. 


“Fox will have to do something,” said Owl, 
firmly. “Fighting will only make things 
worse,” said Fox. “I wish my old friend 
Badger was here ...” 


Badger was making his way back from the 
Warden's house to his sett. “Why hasn’t 
anyone come to meet me?” he wondered. 
“Call themselves my friends, do they?” 


He wasn’t looking where he was going and 
fell into a deep snowdrift. “They obviously 
don’t care,” he muttered sadly, picking 
himself up. 
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“Badger, is that you?” called Mole as he saw 
his old friend coming towards him. “Hrmmm, 
Fox and Vixen about?” asked Badger, walking 
straight past him. “Aren’t you glad to see 
me?” wailed Mole. 


“Youre mad ...” “Gone soft in the brain ...” 
“Go home and sleep it off ...” chorused the 
animals. “I don’t know why I bothered 
coming back,” said Badger crossly. 


... but the Warden gently put him back 
outside. He tried again, but the door was 
firmly shut, leaving him in the snow. 


Next week: The feud begins. 


Inside the earth, Badger heard how hungry 
everyone was. He tried to persuade the 
Farthing Wood animals to come back with 
him to the Warden’s house. “He'll feed you 
and keep you warm,” he said. 


“So-called friends — didn’t even come to meet 
me,” he grumbled, as he made his way back 
to the Warden’s house. He pushed open the 
door and walked in ... 


All About... 


66Hello there, I'm Mrs Pine marten. I’m a stranger 
to Farthing Wood, so many of the animals there 
wouldn't know much about me. The funny thing is, 
we Pine martens used to be a common sight all 
round Britain but now we are rare (naturalists 
think there are between 4000 and 6000 in 
Britain). I'll tell you why later. But first, can you 
guess which family | belong to? Do | remind you 
of Weasel or Stoat? 
Well yes, | am related to them. But 
I'm bigger than they are and I have a noticeable 
creamy yellow patch on my throat. Also I’m a 
’ skilled tree climber in the woods and forests of 
Scotland, where | mainly live.99 


| scurry up tree trunks by 
digging in with my claws 
and pushing with my back 
legs. When.I’m climbing or 
running | hold my tail low 
and straight. When | jump 
| wave it from side to side 
to help me balance. 


Nioxin! 


TAKING A TUMBLE 
Pine martens are as fast and 
as agile as squirrels. But if a 
Pine marten does take a 
tumble, it can twist its body 
in mid-air so that it lands 
safely on all fours - even 
from a height of 20m! 


MESSAGES AND TRACKS 
We Pine martens each have our own 
territories. Like Badgers, we have scent 
glands on our undersides. We rub 
ourselves against things in our territory, 
such as tree stumps or grassy 
tussocks. This leaves a smelly 
message for other martens, to tell them 
that the area is already occupied. 
Another way of marking our patches 
is by leaving our droppings in a pile 
where they can be seen - like on a log 
or rock. Our droppings are dark and 
twisted and sometimes you see bits of 
fur, feathers or plants in them. 
Although we have five toes and five 
sharp claws on each foot, you can’t 
always see all five, or the claws, in our 
tracks. Each foot print is quite a bit 
wider than a fox’s. 


| have a long, narrow 
body, a pointed snout, 
rounded ears and a 
bushy tail. My coat is 
dark brown in summer 
and lighter brown in 
winter. My throat 
patch sometimes 
turns orange in spring. 
I’m about 45cm from 
nose to tail - our 
males grow to 65cm. 
My feet have long, 
sharp claws, which 
help me grip when I’m 
climbing. 


All About... 
Hiding and hunting 


¢6During the day | rest up in one of my 
dens - I have several in different parts" 
of my territory. Then, as it becomes 


SAVED FROM EXTINCTION 
Hundreds of years ago there were plenty 
of Pine martens in Britain. But many were 
killed for their beautiful fur, which was 


used to line the capes of kings and nobles. 

Later on, gamekeepers and farmers 
trapped and killed huge numbers of them 
(they thought the martens ate their 
gamebirds, poultry and even lambs). At the 
same time many forests had been cut 
down and so there were fewer places 
where the martens could live. As Pine 
martens are slow breeders, and as each 
marten needs a large territory, with about 
250 hectares of woodland, their numbers 
dropped. By the beginning of this century 
they were nearly extinct. 

Luckily, they began to recover during the 
First World War when many gamekeepers 
were away. New forestry plantations 
provided them with a good supply of small 
mammals, such as Wood mice and voles, 
and plenty of cover to hide in. 


dark, I venture out to look for food.99 


SPOTTING PINE MARTENS 

Because there are so few Pine martens in the British 
Isles, and because they mainly come out at night, 
not many people see them. But if you’re in an area 
where Pine martens do live - mainly in Scotland and 
the west of Ireland - look out for their holes. They 
often use smaller holes than foxes and there may be 
reddish brown hairs at the entrance where they 
have squeezed in and out. There may also be a 
well-worn path leading away from the hole. 


NURSERY DEN 

We adults mate in July or August but 
our young are not born until the next 
spring. | find a suitable hole in the 
ground, under a rock or log, in a hollow 
tree. Sometimes | even use a squirrel’s 
or bird’s nest. | don’t put any 

bedding in. 


AP When the young are 
born (usually between two and 
four of them) they are blind 
and their fur is white. They 
stay in the den for about eight 
weeks and | feed them only 

on my milk for the first six 
weeks. When they emerge, 
their fur is woollier than ours 
and their tails are not as 
bushy. They play together 

and tumble about for hours 
outside the den. 


| do most of my hunting on the ground. | 
find my prey using my sense of smell and 
my eyes. | eat small mammals, such as 
voles, mice, rats, rabbits and moles, and 
birds and their eggs. But | also eat all 
sorts of other things: worms, woodlice, 
berries, nuts, caterpillars and bees. 
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/ How To Draw <= 


and as much food as he needs, this 
learned, snooty cat has got life sussed. 
However, it isn’t beneath him to help his 
fellow animals — but what does he get in 
return? Kestrel on his back! 


Drawing Warden's Cat 
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DRAW A SHORT 
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MARK THE LEGS Vv, 
ie ADD A 
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A RIVER IN WINTER 


66\t's spawning time for On the river bed small creatures provide a 
Pike, so I’m looking for a meal for several kinds of fish. When 
weedy corner in the spawning is over, those fish will 
shallows to find a female. make a nice snack for a 

Here | get a good view of hungry Pike.99 

what’s happening on the riverbank. | can 

see trees and plants lining the river as it Pike’s Challenge: I can often hear Water 
twists its way through fields. Birds and voles plopping into the water but | don’t 
mammals are attracted to the water’s know where they live. Can you find the 
edge. There’s action in the water, too. entrances to their burrows on the bank. 
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Greater pond 
sedge looks like 
tall grass with 
bluish green leaves. 
It grows in dense 
patches by rivers 
and in ponds, 
marshes and 
ditches. 


Jenkins’s spire shells are tiny 
ice-cream cone shaped snails 
common on stones or mud in 
rivers. They have a grey body 


with a dark brown or black shell. 


They don’t lay eggs like most 
water snails, but give birth to 
minute ready-formed babies. 


The Water rail is quite a shy bird 
which lives in reedbeds and other 
dense waterside plants. Its body 
is narrow so it can squeeze easily 
between plant stems. lt vanishes 
into the reed jungle at the first 
sign of danger. Its strange call 
sounds like a squealing piglet. 


There isn’t a vole to be seen in the 
river but six vole holes on the bank 


_ like to try and catch the big ones. 


Il us they’re around somewhere. 


Flowering rush produces 
pink flowers in summer, but 
it’s not much to look at in 
winter. Its creeping stems . 
stay alive in the ground, 
waiting to sprout new plants 
in spring. There is one sticking 
out of the bank next to a large 
rock in the main picture. 


The Chubhasa ~~ -<_ 

big, wide mouth for 

gulping down small fish, 

insects, worms and plants. 

Young Chub often swim in shoals but 
bigger fish may live on their own. Anglers 


Mink are North American, otter-like 
animals, which were bred on farms in 

2 Britain to provide fur. Many mink escaped 
from the farms and started to breed 
in the wild. They now live all over 
the country, hunting small 
mammals, fish and birds. 


Caddis fly larvae build 
cases to protect themselves. 
The cases are usually made 
out of bits of plant, twigs or 
grains of sand. The Caddis 
shown here has built its case 
out of tiny snail shells. 


The Grayling is a silvery fish 
related to salmon and trout. It lives 
Willow trees sometimes lean in clear, unpolluted rivers. It looks 
over the river with their branches —_ especially handsome when it raises 
dipping in the water. This tall tree the fin on its back to reveal a red 

is a Crack willow, but there are pattern. A freshly caught Grayling 
many other species of willow. smells of the herb thyme. 
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which one is not a coldblood? 


Reptiles and amphibians are ‘coldbloods’. This 
means their body temperature is the same as 
the temperature of the air around them. They 
don’t have feathers or fur to keep them warm 
and can’t sweat to cool down. They warm up by 
sitting in the sun and go into the shade or 
water to cool off. Warm-blooded animals 
(including humans) need to eat frequently to 
keep their body temperature up and stay alive. 
Coldbloods can survive on one large meal only 
every few weeks or so. 


LEAPING EDIBLE FROG 


You will need: “papoojq-wueM si 
thick card, rubber band, scissors, glue, leseom Mon ‘jaseom 
pencil, ruler, hole punch. Peo. “e@ppy ‘YAMSNV 


q Trace or copy 
Edible frog on to thick 
card. Cut the frog out 
and colour him in. 


You may need an 
adult to help you 
tie the rubber 
band. 


2 Use a hole punch to 
make a hole at each end 
of the body. 


§ Bend the frog 
3 Thread a rubber band @ Bend the body in half. Thread insige be a then 
through one of the holes. the rubber band through the anne : ‘ ei ey, 
Put one loop through the other hole and make a knot in it. oieet el : a 
rough the ait 


other and pull it tight. 
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. ¥ attracting the predator’s 


CURLY WHIRLY SHAKE 


You will need: 

tube pasta like rigatoni, 
scissors, ruler, glue, thin 
card, Plasticine, modelling Roll it into a cone shape 


clay, needle, strong sewing and glue along one edge 
thread, garden cane, paints. to hold it. 


You will need: @ Cut an egg-box in half. 
two egg-boxes, old Tape the halves together at 
woollen sleeve from a one end. Cut a strip of card 
jumper or cardigan, card, and glue it to the taped end 
two bottle tops, scissors, _ of the egg-box to make a 
glue, sticky tape. finger band. 


@ To make the tail, trace Template, 


the cone template on to 
green paper and cut it out. 


2 Shut the 
box and pull a 
woollen sleeve 
over it until it is 
completely 
covered. 


3 Cut the wool along the sides 
of the egg-box so that the mouth 
opens. Glue the cut edges of the 
wool over the box’s sides and 
front. Pinch and glue the wool at 
the front to make a pair of 


nostrils. 3 To make the snake’s @ Ask an adult to help you bake ~—- Paint several tubes of 
head, roll and shape a the snake's head in the oven pasta. Leave them to dry ona 
piece of modelling clay. following the manufacturer’s knitting needle balanced 
@ Cut two egg holders from Carefully push a thick, blunt instructions. When it is cool, paint between two books. 
another egg-box and glue a needle down through the the head and add eyes, Glue a 
bottle top to the end of each top of the head and pull it piece of red wool in the hole for 


one. Glue the holders to the top 


out the other side. the tongue. 
of the croc’s head. 


Make a small hole 
at the side for 
the tongue. 


Now put your hand 


b 6 Thread the needle with 90cm of strong 
inside the sleeve, gral 


( thread. Tie one end to the end of the cane. 


hold of the finger band Dab a little glue on to the thread round the 
and make your croc knot. Push the needle down through the hole 
snap into life! in the snake's head. Thread on several tubes 


of pasta, then push the needle through the 
tail cone.Tie the other end of the thread to 
the cane. Glue in place. 


WALKING ON WATER 
The Basilisk lizard of South America 
escapes from its enemies by 

dropping on to water from a bush 
or tree and running across it 
at speeds up to 12kph. 


TAILOR-MADE 

When grabbed by a predator, the skink’s tail 
breaks off without harming its body. The tail 
goes on wriggling for several minutes, 


attention, while the 
skink makes its getaway! 


POISONED ARROWS 
It is said that 
Hannibal kept jars 
of poisonous 
snakes which 
he threw into 
his enemy’s 
ships - a tactic that 
led him to victory! 


ran 


Sea snakes can dive to 
depths of 100m and 
stay underwater for 
up to five hours! 


9 Hold the end of the 
cane and wiggle it to make 
your snake dance. 


A CORAL REEF » isidnlininior 
It’s not just the reef fish that dazzle 


One of the busiest places under the sea _ During the day, coral reefs teem with with colour. Other creatures, like 
this Hawaiian flatworm, add sparkle 


is a coral reef. It is like a huge underwater millions of brilliantly coloured fish. At to the coral community. The worm 
castle made from tiny anemone-like night the corals filter plankton from changes shape all the time as it 
animals in their stony cases. The reef the water. The biggest reef is the Great ripples through the water. 
grows every day as new coral builds on Barrier Reef of Australia. It’s so 


top of the hard skeletons of dead coral. |§ enormous it can be seen from the Moon! 


A FISH FIESTA 

Many fish of the coral reef are brightly 
coloured. The rugby-team colours of 
this Harlequin tusk fish make it easy 
to spot. Often, colours help a fish to 
recognize a mate of its own kind. 
Sometimes a fish’s vivid pattern 
warns other fish that it is poisonous. 


iG : What is the largest bivalve 


A FEATHERY FEAST 
(two-sided shell)? 


Corals have great names 
like Staghorn, Gorgonian, 
Plate and Brain coral. 
They come in all shapes 
and sizes but feed in 
similar ways. The animals 
or polyps inside this soft 
coral are sticking out 
their feathery tentacles 
to trap bits of food. 


Aidan! 


REEF ENCOUNTER 

The Pearlfish chooses one of the 
strangest places to hide - inside a 
Sea cucumber! This one is entering © 
its sausage-shaped host tail first. 
Young Pearlfish sometimes enter 
oysters by mistake and get trapped 
inside. When the oyster is opened 

the fish is revealed, buried under a 
layer of mother-of-pearl. 


a 
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> RIGHT ON TRITON 
The coral-eating Crown of § 
thorns starfish is the 
reef’s arch enemy. A 
hungry pack of them can 
turn a lively reef into a 
dead zone. But they 
don’t always get off 
scot-free. This starfish 
is being attacked by a 
Giant triton, whose 
favourite titbit 

Me 4 : happens to be Crown 
4 . of thorns starfish. 


A TOOL FOR THE JOB 
Some fish are perfectly designed to 
feed on the coral itself. This Long-nosed 
butterfly fish sticks its snout into the 
coral to dine on the soft bits inside. 


UNDERGROUND 
MAZE 


We ; j Can you help Mole 
f ee . and Badger find 
at 4 3 Ze ; their way through 


the cave maze? 


ig toge 
tWhite Deer Park when they came across the | 
, entrance to a cave. Mole became very excited. 
i “Let’s explore!” he exclaimed. 
They entered a large chamber, the rocky roof 
‘high above them. A river was moving slowly 
. through part of the cave. “Let’s see where the / Ae 
river goes,” suggested Badger. a f 
¥. They followed it as best they could, crawling a 4 ‘ SEEING SHAPES 
‘ from one cave to the next, until Badger said, Can you spot six different 
“| think we’re lost.” Mole began to cry. creatures in the rocks? 


ANSWERS 


Puzzle it out S2=- 


Suddenly Badger cried out, “Don’t worry, It took some time, but they did it. As they 
Mole, | can see some light at the end of the walked along the tunnel, the light grew brighter WIDE-AWAYS "4 
tunnel.” But as they moved towards it, a pile and brighter, until at last they were outside. The best place to hide away is under a large é 
of stones and sand fell in front of them. ; “Thank goodness!” said Mole. “It was a bit table. Cover it with sheets, blankets and 

This time Mole was more confident. “We can cold and scary in those caves. But it was cardboard and transform it into ... well, here 
dig our way out of this one,” he said. exciting, wasn’t it?” are some good ideas! 

CROSSWORD 

Across Can you fill in the crossword? Down " 
1 Another name for a The answers to most of the clues 1 Hollowed-out rock 
room - or a large cave. can be found underground. 2 This Farthing Wood 
4 This flows underground, animal makes his home 


underground. 

3 A wanderer - ora 
name for a dog. 

4 What caves are 
hollowed-out-of. 
5 Opposite of 
“out”. 


carving out rock. 
6 Someone who explores 
underground rivers. 

7 Asmall piece of rock. 
8 A huge furry animal 
that used to 
live in caves in 
Britain. 

9 Use this for cutting. 


Cover the table on three sides with blankets 
to make your cave. For a tunnel, find as many 
DUNGEON chairs as you can to put on either side of the 
For this you'll need cardboard. Stick several entrance. Throw sheets or blankets over 
cardboard sheets together with strong parcel these and you have made a dark, mysterious 
tape or open up a large cardboard box. Draw passage leading to a large cave. 
a door and barred window in the middle. Cut =. 


PAIRING UP 
Pair up the objects that round one long side and the top of the door. Squirrel says 
match. Write down the Bend back the other side to make the door Make sure you ask an adult 


if you can play with the 
table, sheets and blankets. 
If you need help with 
cutting the cardboard, ask 
a grown-up. J 


open and shut. Cut out the barred window. 
Attach it to the legs of the table with tape, and 
drape a sheet over the other three sides. 


first letters of the 
objects that don’t match 
and arrange them to 
spell something that is 
found underground. 


Create a place of retreat for you and 
AC your troops, where no-one can 
2 follow. For this you'll need a 


2 ) / cardboard drawbridge. Draw a door 


r, octopus, 


t match are: train, umbrella, net, 


£ . 
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65 Si 
2 a2 v 
2 n& 9 x 
2 ae 8 a and step. Cut round the door on 
Ee. 2 5, i hree sides (but not at the bottom) 
an (a) 
£§ 8 = Bend back at the step to make a 
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